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History National Association of Guardsmen, Inc.

THE GUARDSMEN

The membership of the National Association of Guardsmen, Inc. can look back over the years
and enjoy the history of the development of 18 chaptersin its network. It is an organization
unique in its wholesome brotherhood and its high quality entertainment.

The organization started in Brooklyn in 1933 by several young men, most of them graduates of
Howard University, Lincoln University and Morgan College. Their objective was to form a
club of men with like desires, to foster social programs that would include their wives and
girlfriends. Never in their wildest dreams did they visualize an association of men from Boston
to Florida and west to Los Angeles. The Brooklyn Chapter set a desirable pace and the word
went out to Baltimore, Philadel phia, Washington and Richmond and quickly, new clubs were
formed and were chartered as Guardsmen by the Mother Chapter.

The expansion pace slowed and it was 60 years after inception that the 17" Chapter (Los
Angeles) and the 18" Chapter (St. Louis) were admitted.

Present and partici pating in theforming of the Guardsmen in 1933 at “Madame Bagley’'s” inthe
Sheephead Bay Section of Brooklyn were:

James Adams Barney Hairston
Armstead Cooper Joseph Sircus
Buddy Rogers Everett Miller
Ray Nathan Malcum Fulcher
Marcus Grant Harold Carter

Edward Taylor Weston Thorne
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National Association of Guardsmen, I nc.

NATIONAL WEEKEND
HOSTING SCHEDULE

1% Weekend 2" Weekend 3Weekend
Year (Feb-April) (May-Jul) (Sep-Nov)
2012 Atlanta Detroit Manhattan
2013 Florida Norfolk New Jersey
2014 Savannah Connecticut Richmond
2015 Los Angeles Chicago St. Louis
2016 North Carolina Philadelphia Brooklyn
2017 Washington Boston Baltimore
2018 Manhattan Atlanta Detroit
2019 New Jersey Florida Norfolk
2020 Richmond Savannah Connecticut
2021 St. Louis Los Angeles Chicago
2022 Brooklyn North Carolina Philaddphia
2023 Baltimore Washington Boston
2024 Detroit Manhattan Atlanta
2025 Norfolk New Jersey Florida
2026 Connecticut Richmond Savannah
2027 Chicago St. Louis LosAngdes
2028 Philadelphia Brooklyn North Cardina
2029 Boston Baltimore Washington
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Constitution National Association of Guardsmen, Inc.

2030 Atlanta Detroit Manhattan
2031 Florida Norfolk New Jersey
2032 Savannah Connecticut Richmond
2033 Los Angeles Chicago St. Louis
2034 North Carolina Philadelphia Brooklyn
2035 Washington Boston Baltimore
2036 Manhattan Atlanta Detroit
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Constitution National Association of Guardsmen, Inc.

CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS OF THE
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF GUARDSMEN, INC.

ARTICLE I -NAME

We, a group of individuas, being joyful human beings who have embraced
friendship, fellowship and a broad socia horizon, while fully cognizant of our
individual commitment and responsibility to assist in the removing of inequalities,
Inequities, injustices and deprivations, wherever situate, do ordain and establish this
Constitution for the Nationa Association of Guardsmen, Inc.

SECTION 1. Thename of thisnon-profit organi zation shall bethe NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION OF GUARDSMEN, INC.

SECTION 2. Member unitsand those hereafter accepted for membershipinthe
Organization shall be known as Chapters and shall takethename
of thedistrict, city, or state respectively of the petitioning group.
Such member units shall be hereafter called Chapters.

ARTICLE Il - PURPOSE

SECTION 1. It shall be the purpose of this Organization to provide aregular
and periodic social association and foster close friendship and
fellowship among itsindividua members and Chapters.

ARTICLE IIl - INSIGNIA

SECTION 1. The Nationa Organization shall have the sole authority to
determine the design, type and size of theinsigniato be worn by
itsindividual membersand shall enter into contract or agreement
with amanufacturer of such insigniawhich shall have exclusive
rightsto manufacture said item during theterms of itscontract or
agreement.
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ARTICLE IV - CHAPTER AFFILIATION

SECTION 1. The National Association of Guardsmen, Inc. is a membership
corporation composed of affiliated Chapters listed according to
the year of affiliation.

Brooklynisthefounding Chapter. Affiliated Chaptersareherein

listed:

Brooklyn 1933 Atlanta 1957
Baltimore 1934 New Jersey 1957
Philadelphia 1934 Boston 1962
Richmond 1937 Savannah 1964
Washington 1938 Florida 1968
Norfolk 1941 Detroit 1970
Manhattan 1951 Chicago 1986
Connecticut 1953 Los Angeles 1993
North Carolina 1953 St. Louis 1994

ARTICLE V - NUMBER OF CHAPTERS & DIRECTORY

SECTION 1. The number of Chapters shall be limited to eighteen.

SECTION 2. The Nationad Membership Directory shall be published and
updated periodicaly.  The Directory shal include the
Constitution, Bylaws, and the membership rosters of each
Chapter, including each member’s name, address, telephone
number, email address, and any other pertinent data. The
Directory shall be available in hard copy and via the National
Organization’ swebsite at www.theguardsmen.org. Each Chapter
shall exercisegood faith in providing updated information to the
National Secretary on its members addresses, telephone
numbers, email addresses and other pertinent data.
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Constitution National Association of Guardsmen, Inc.

ARTICLE VI -MEMBER CHAPTERS

SECTION 1. Any group, not exceeding thirty in number, may become a
member Chapter of the Organization upon receiving the
affirmative vote of two-thirdsor the member Chapters present at
the National Conclave, provided the petition in support of the
application shall have been circul ated to each member Chapter at
least sixty days prior to the date of the National Conclave at
which said petition isto be voted upon, and provided further, the
total number of Chapters, including the petitioning groups, will
not exceed the maximum number of Chapters provided for by
this congtitution.

SECTION 2. An approved applicant group shall pay an installation fee to the
National Treasury within thirty (30) days of the notice of
acceptance forwarded by the National Secretary, which fee shall
be determined by the National Conclave at the time membership
IS approved.

SECTION 3. All Chapters hereafter accepted into the Organization shall be
required to sponsor asocially appropriate occasion for itsformal
installation. The nature and requirements of the installation
activity shall be determined by the newly approved Chapter
subject to the advice and approval of the Nationa President,
provided due notice thereof, in writing, is given to each member
Chapter at least thirty days in advance of the proposed
installation.

SECTION 4. All member Chapters shall be incorporated in their respective
states unless prohibited by the laws or statutes of the state.

SECTION 5. It shall be the duty of each Chapter to serve as host to the
Organization at an appropriate social affair in accordance with
the rotation plan approved by the National Organization.

SECTION 6. It shall be the further duty of each Chapter to foster the
attendance of its members at the socia affairs of the other
member Chapters. Any Chapter not represented at any two
consecutive, nationally obligated week-ends, shall befined five
hundred dollars payable to the National Treasurer. Any Chapter
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not represented at any three consecutive nationally obligated
weekends shall be required at the next National Conclave to
show cause why its membership should not be revoked.

SECTION 7. In the case where any Chapter shall become disassociated with
the National Organization or shall be dissolved pursuant to any
governmental regulations or shall be suspended by the National
Organization, then and in that case, all property, accounts, books
and records of such Chapter shall become the property of the
National Organization. Inno event shall any interest, account or
property of a Chapter be distributed to or inure to the benefit of
any individual member in such Chapter.

SECTION 8. A list of the names of newly elected officers and members of
local Chapters shall be filed immediately following the election
withthe Nationa Secretary in order that aroster of local Chapter
officers may be included as a part of the Conclave minutes.

ARTICLE VII - NATIONAL BOARD AND OFFICERS

SECTION 1. The Organization shall be governed by a governing board
constituted by the National Officers, theincumbent Presidents of
the Chapters and the immediate past National President of the
Organization (collectively, the “Presdents Council”). The
Chairman of the Presidents Council shall be the National
President of the Organization. The annual meeting of the
Presidents Council shall occur each year during the National
Conclave. The Presidents Council shall also meet during each
National Weekend and may have specia meetings from timeto
time upon written notice by the National President.

SECTION 2. Subject to applicable provisions of the New Y ork Not-for-Profit
Corporation Code, the Articles of Incorporation and the
Constitution and Bylaws of the Organization, the business affairs
of the Organization shall be managed by the Presidents Council
and the corporate powers of the Organization shall be exercised
by or under the direction of the Presidents Council.

SECTION 3. The Officers of the Organization shall be:
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President

Vice President

Secretary

Treasurer

Chief Information Officer

moowx

SECTION 4. The duties and responsibilities of the Officers shall be those
usually associated with those offices and any other duties herein
subsequently established by appropriate legislation, except that
no Officer shal express any policy, make any contract or
agreement or empower any other member person or persons to
do unlessthe same has been duly authorized by the Organization
in National Conclave. In addition to those duties usually
associated with the office, the President shall execute al
contracts and agreements, which have been duly authorized by
the Organization. He shall enforce the provisions of this
Constitution and the By-Laws. The President may appoint a
Parliamentarian and/or Historian.

SECTION 5. The Officers shall be nominated annually by the representative
active Chaptersin accordance with an approved plan of rotation.
The Chapter next in order to nominate shall have been amember
Chapter for a period of not less than one year a the time of the
national election.

SECTION 6. The Officers shall be elected annually at the current National
Conclave and shall beinstalled asthelast item of business at the
Conclave at which elected. They shall take office on January 1%
of the following caendar year and shal serve until their
successors take office.

SECTION 7. Fifty percent (50%) of the Presidents Council shall congtitute a
guorum for the transaction of business at any meeting. If a
guorum is present, the vote of the majority of the Presidents
Council present at such meeting shall congtitute the act of the
Presidents Council, unless the vote of a greater number is
required by the New Y ork Not-For-Profit Corporation Code or
the Organization’s Articles of Incorporation.
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ARTICLE VIII -TYPESOF MEMBERSHIP

SECTION 1. Active Member. A member who isfinancia and active within
an affiliated Chapter shall be considered an active member and
must follow all the rules and regulations of the National body.
Further, said member is entitled to all the rights, privileges and
amenities as granted by this Constitution.

SECTION 2. Transfer Member. Any member in good standing with his
Chapter upon moving into the geographic jurisdiction of another
Chapter, may, upon application, become a Transfer Member of
the latter Chapter, provided the original Chapter approves in
writing the proposed transfer and provided further, the
application is approved by the Chapter in which the new
membership is sought. New members acquired in this manner
shall not count against the membership limitations of the new
Chapter and shall create a vacancy in the former Chapter.

SECTION 3. National Emeritus M ember ship.

A. A member whois at least 70 years of age, who has been an
active member of the Organization for at least 20 years and
who isin current financia standing in hislocal Chapter, may
apply for and be granted National Emeritus Membership.
National Emeritus members shall enjoy the same Nationa
benefits as active members.

B. Any member who had been granted Emeritus membership by
his Chapter in accordance with the criteria established by his
Chapter prior to July 16, 2005, shal be deemed a National
Emeritus Member.

ARTICLE IX-NATIONAL CONCLAVE AND CALL MEETINGS

SECTION 1. The Organization shal be required to hold one Nationa
Conclavein each calendar year at such appropriate last Chapter
weekend of that calendar year.
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SECTION 2. Each active Chapter shall be entitled to two votes at all National
Conclavesand at all other meetingsof the Nationa Organization.

SECTION 3. Delegates to the National Conclave and other meetings of the
National Organization shall be duly accredited thereto on forms
and in a manner to be determined by the Secretary.

SECTION 4. Meetings of the Nationa Organization other than the National
Conclave may be called by the President at his discretion,
provided due notice thereof in writing is given to each member
Chapter at least thirty daysin advance of the date if the proposed
meeting.

SECTION 5. The Nationa Organization shall have the authority to levy dues,
fees and special assessments upon the member Chapters as may
be required, provided that such levies are approved by the
majority of the member Chapters present.

SECTION 6. All funds of the National Organization shall be deposited in an
approved banking ingtitution (FDIC) by the Treasurer withinfive
days after he receives them and shall be kept on deposit
continuoudly until delivered by cashier’s check to his successor
in office. Checks drawn against the account shall be authorized
by appropriate voucher and shall bear the signature of the
Treasurer countersigned by the President. Such accounts shall
hereafter bear the name, THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
GUARDSMEN, INC.

SECTION 7. The President shall have the power to authorize expenditures of
funds in furtherance of the provisions of Article VII, Section 2,
only for routine clerical and administrative expenses except that
the Nationa Organization in session may authorize by amgjority
vote such other expenditures as may be deemed necessary.

SECTION 8. Except asherein stated, the Nationa Organization shall havethe
power to exercise such general legidative authority over the
member Chapters as may be necessary, except that the member
Chapters shall always be the sole judges of the qualifications of
their respective members. The authority herein granted to the
National Organization shal include the power to revoke the
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membership of any Chapter upon affirmative vote of two-thirds
of the Chaptersin Nationa Conclave.

ARTICLE X - ORGANIZATION PROPERTY

SECTION 1. No property, including accounts, belonging to the Organization
or any Chapter shall inureto the benefit of, or bedistributed toits
members, officers or other private persons, except that the
Organization or Chapters shall be authorized and empowered to
pay reasonable compensation for services rendered or make
payments and distribution in furtherance of the purpose set forth
herein. No part of the activities of the Organization shall be for
the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting to
influencelegidation and the Organization shall not participatein,
or intervene in any politica office. Notwithstanding any other
provision of this Constitution, the Organization shall not carry on
any other activitiesnot permitted to be carried on by anon-profit
or exempt organi zation according totheINTERNAL REVENUE
LAWS.

ARTICLE XI - BYLAWSAND ENABLING LEGISLATION

SECTION 1. The National Organization, through appropriate Bylaws and
legidative enactments, shall havethe power to further implement
and amplify the provisions and sense of this Constitution.

ARTICLE XII —AMENDMENTS

SECTION 1. This Constitution may be amended by the affirmative vote of
two-thirds of the member Chapters provided the proposed
amendment is duly submitted to the Secretary at |east sixty days
prior to the National Conclave at whichit isto bevoted upon and
provided further, it shal have been circulated to al active
Chaptersat least thirty days prior to the af orementioned National
Conclave.
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ARTICLE X111 —DISSOLUTION

SECTION 1. Upon the dissolution of the Organization, the current officers
shall, after paying the obligations of the Organization, dispose of
all of the assets of the Organization in such manner, or to such
other organization or organizations which are organized and
operated exclusively for social, charitable, educational, religious
or scientific purposes as shdl a the time qualify as exempt
organizations under the INTERNAL REVENUE LAWS, asthe
Officers shall determine. Any such assets not so disposed shall
be disposed of by the order of any Court having jurisdiction.
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Bylaws National Association of Guardsmen, Inc.

BYLAWS

PREAMBLE: As authorized by ARTICLE XI, Section 1 of the Nationd
Constitution, the following Bylaws are the collected enactments of the National
Association of the Guardsmen Inc., and areintended to provide policy and operational
guidance on matters of a continuing nature for the Organi zation.

1. In drafting or proposing any further Chapter alignments for nationaly
obligated weekend entertainment, the months of DECEMBER,
JANUARY, and AUGUST shdl be excluded from all possble
assignment options. No Chapter shall host a nationally obligated
weekend during the following Holidays: Easter, Memorial Day,
Independence Day, Labor Day or Thanksgiving.

2. In carrying out its hosting responsibilities for an obligated weekend, no
Chapter shall require vidting Guardsmen or be a party to any
arrangement that requiresvisiting Guardsmen to pay any morefor hotel
accommodates than the going rate for other guestsat thetime, including
the host Chapter members. Thisrule appliesto greensfees, feesfor the
use of tennis courts or fees for any other facility or convenience at the
host hotel. Failureto observethisprohibitionwill subject the offending
Chapter to a fine, the amount of which will be determined by the
National Association.

3. Hosting anationally obligated weekend shall include among whatever
other amenities a Chapter may wish to provide, the following:

A. A reception on the Friday afternoon of arrival.

B. A mea during the first night affair.

C. A meal during the second night affair.

D. A send-off brunch or equivaent on the last day of the weekend.

4. Each member planning to attend a national weekend must (1) give at
least thirty (30) days written notice of his intention to attend the
weekend to the Host Chapter, along with the name of his spouse or
guest and dates of hisattendance; (2) giveat least two (2) weekswritten
notice of cancellation to the Host Chapter, if his plans change for
attending the weekend; and (3) pay afine of One Thousand Dollarsto
the Host Chapter for hisfailureto attend the weekend without providing
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thetimely notice of cancellation, such fineto belevied upon petition by
the Host Chapter to the member’s chapter.

5. Upon a member notifying the Host Chapter in writing of a canceled
reservation at least two (2) weeks prior to the weekend, such
notification shall entitle the member to a refund of any advanced
mandated fee, such as golf, tennis, tours, etc.

6. Any Chapter failing to pay Chapter fees and/or fines imposed on a
Chapter member or the Chapter within six (6) months shall be dropped
and may bereinstated only by vote of the national body and payment of
al finesand fees.

7. It shall be the responsibility of the host Chapter to arrange for
accommodations without cost for the National President, Nationa
Secretary, National Treasurer, and Chief Information Officer at al
nationally obligated weekends.

8. Guest Guardsmen, when accompanied by children, relatives, or friends
at the Chapter’s nationally obligated weekend, shall exercise specid
care not to include such “extraguest” in the Host Chapter’ s scheduled
activities. Any exemption to this requirement must be requested by the
guest Guardsmen and authorized by the Host Chapter in advance of
arrival at the weekend site.

9. TheHost Chapter isnot obligated to offer or provide hospitality or seek
accommodations for unexpected members and guests who do not
respond in the time allotted.

A. If the Host Chapter eects to accept an unexpected member for
the weekend activities, such member is responsible for his
accommodations.

B.  Taxation of an unexpected member should be determined by the
Chairman of the Socid Committee of the Host Chapter,
including expensesand any penalty to entertain such member and
guest, subject to the approval of the National President.

C.  Suchtaxation should be forwarded to the unexpected member’s

Chapter for collection from the unexpected member for
reimbursement to the Host Chapter.
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10. TheHost Chapter isnot obligated to offer or provide hospitality or seek
accommodations for a member (or his guest) who, by reason of
resignation, termination or expulsion, isno longer an active member of
his Chapter, if such Chapter hasinformed the Host Chapter inwriting of
such member’s status.

11.  In order to ensure that the National Chapter maintains its tax-exempt
status under Section 501(c)(7) of the Interna Revenue Code, each
Chapter shall be required to:

A. Timely file its annual 990 tax return with the Internal Revenue
Service;

B. By August 30" of each year, forward to the National Secretary a
signed copy of thefiled 990 tax return or anotarized affidavit signed
by the President and/or Secretary of the Chapter, certifying that the
Chapter’s 990 tax return wastimely filed with the Internal Revenue
Service and showing the date of thefiling and the name and contact
information of the tax preparer; and

C. Forward copies of al correspondence received from the Internal
Revenue Service during the preceding year regarding the Chapter’s
990 tax return and exempt status.

12. These Bylaws may be amended by the affirmative vote of two-thirds
of the delegates present at any duly called meeting of the Nationa
Chapter, provided the amendment shall have been circulated at least
thirty days prior to the date of the aforementioned meeting.

13. The historical records and memorabilia of the Organization shall be
archived at the Woodruff Library in the Atlanta University Center,
Atlanta, Georgiaand the National President shall appoint a member of
the Organi zation to serve asthe Organization’ sArchivist. TheArchivigt
shall have the authority and responsibility to interface with the
custodian and archivist staff at the Woodruff Library regarding all
matters related to the repository and preservation of the Organization’s
archived documents.
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CERTIFICATE OF SECRETARY

I, the undersigned, hereby certify that | am the National Secretary of the
National Association of Guardsmen, Inc. (the “Corporation”) and that the
foregoing constitutes the Constitution and Bylaws of the Corporation, as
amended and approved at the National M eeting of the Member Chapterson the
4th day of October, 2014, at the Homestead Omni Resorts, Hot Springs, Virginia.

DATED: COctober 4, 2014 /S _Paul Edwards
National Secretary
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